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Have you ever wondered 
what a fire engine looks 
like up close, how to use a 
firehose, or what a fire sta-
tion looks like?  Now is your 
chance! Mark your calendar 
for the annual Palatine Fire 
Department Open House on 
Saturday, October 5, 2024, 
from 10:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at Fire Station 84 located at 
220 W. Illinois Ave.

Families are invited to watch 
demonstrations from the 
Fire Department, spray a 
firehose, see fire equipment 
up close, take pictures next 
to a fire engine, and watch 
how sprinklers can reduce 
the loss of life and property 
in a fire.

The Annual Fire Department 
Open House is an event the 
entire community can enjoy 
while learning valuable fire 
safety tips. 

The Palatine Fire Depart-
ment looks forward to see-
ing you there!

Palatine Fire 
Department Open 
House, October 5
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In 	 Issuethis

New Changes to leaf collection
Since 1987, the Village has conducted a curbside leaf collection pro-
gram. Over the years, adjustments have been made to incorporate resi-
dent feedback and improve operational efficiency. 

Recently, a comprehensive review was made to evaluate the program 
for further improvement and several changes, approved by the Vil-
lage Council, have been implemented for this year’s program which will 
streamline the process. These changes include:

•	 Moving the start date back one week. Residents in certain 
zones had asked for the program to start later than mid-October as 
most trees do not start dropping many of their leaves yet.

•	 Combining the first two weeks of scheduled days into a 
one week all zone pickup. To accommodate the new later start 
and since the volume of dropped leaves is lighter in October, the first 
two weeks will be combined and all zones will be picked up in one 
week, just like the all zone final pickup prior to Thanksgiving. 

•	 Removing specific days of the week to set out leaves. To 
eliminate confusion about what day of the week to set out leaves, 
now everyone will set their leaves out on scheduled Mondays by 7 
a.m., making it easier to remember.

•	 Faster collection and improved flood protection. Crews 
can move efficiently from one zone to the next and complete multi-
ple zones in one day, instead of delaying pickup in the following zone 
to adhere to the schedule. Since most residents rake on weekends, 
this means leaves will be collected sooner and have a smaller chance 
of being blown away by wind or carried by rain into storm sewers.

(For more details see pages 4 & 5)

https://www.palatine.il.us/
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VILLAGE PHONE NUMBERS
Emergency.............................911
Village Hall.....................358-7500
TDD (Emergency)...................911
Village Action Line..........705-5200
Community Services.......359-9042
Fire (Non-Emergency).....202-6340
Police (Non-Emergency)..359-9000
Public Works..................705-5200
Mayor  
Jim Schwantz................359-9007  
jschwantz@palatine.il.us

Village Clerk  
Margaret R. Duer............359-9051  
mduer@palatine.il.us

District 1  
Tim Millar.......................894-0001  
tmillar@palatine.il.us

District 2  
Scott Lamerand..............894-0002  
slamerand@palatine.il.us

District 3  
Doug Myslinski...............894-0003  
dmyslinski@palatine.il.us

District 4  
Greg Solberg..................894-0004  
gsolberg@palatine.il.us

District 5  
Kollin Kozlowski.............894-0005  
kkozlowski@palatine.il.us

District 6  
Brad Helms...................894-0006  
bhelms@palatine.il.us

Village Manager  
Reid Ottesen..................359-9050  
rottesen@palatine.il.us

All phone numbers are (847) area 
code unless otherwise noted.

200 East Wood Street 
Palatine, IL 60067 
www.palatine.il.us 
village@palatine.il.us 

VILLAGE HALL HOURS 	
8 am to 4 pm  
Monday through Friday

The 17th annual Scarecrows on Parade decorating 
contest, hosted by the Palatine Beautification Commission 
and sponsored by The Home Depot, will be held on 
Saturday, September 21, 2024, as part of the Rotary 
Club’s Oktoberfest!  Any Palatine family, business, non-
profit organization, school affiliate, sports affiliate, 
homeowners’ association, faith or civic group are invited 
to participate in this event. 

There are two judging categories with prizes awarded 
in each category. The Youth Category is for kids and 
youth groups with members 17 years old and younger. 
The Adult Category is for adults and adult organizations 
with members 18 years and older.

Decorated scarecrows must be dropped off on Saturday, 
September 21, at the Firefighters’ Memorial, located 
at the corner of Brockway and Slade Streets. The 
award ceremony will be held around 12:30 p.m. in the 
Oktoberfest tent. All of the participating scarecrows 
will remain on display along the rail walk through early 
October for residents and visitors to enjoy. 

Call the Public Works Department at (847) 705-
5200 for more information.

scarecrows on parade Police K9 Jax and 
Officer Alex Wagner 
Win at k9 Olympics

In mid-August, the Village of Palatine 
had reason to celebrate as Officer Alec 
Wagner and his partner, K9 Jax, show-
cased their exceptional skills at the 25th 
Annual K9 Olympics. Held at Vohne Li-
che Kennels in Denver, Indiana, this 
prestigious event brought together top 
K9 law enforcement and military teams 
from across the nation to compete in a 
series of challenging narcotics and pa-
trol events.

We are thrilled to announce that Offi-
cer Wagner and K9 Jax made us proud 
by securing 1st place in the obedi-
ence category and 2nd place in the 
narcotics scramble. Their outstanding 
performance highlights not only their 
dedication and hard work but also the 
exceptional training and bond they 
share.

Congratulations to Officer Wagner and 
K9 Jax for representing the Village of 
Palatine with such distinction. Their 
success at the K9 Olympics is a tes-
tament to their commitment to excel-
lence and their invaluable contribution 
to our community. Well done!

Important Information 
from SWANCC

Waste Reduction Presentations 
for Schools or Groups
Did you know that SWANCC provides 
presentations and programs for schools and 
community groups of varying sizes and ages, 
from kindergarten through senior citizens?  

School programs are built around our 
signature “Taking Care of Our Earth” 
program differentiated by grade level and a 
lead-in to specialty programs on soil, water, 
resources, and waste audits. Adult programs 
include topics such as waste reduction, 
recycling correctly, and composting at home.  
Every program is tailored to specific group 
interests, size, age, and setting - and offered 
FREE across SWANCC member communities!  

For more information or to request a 
presentation, contact SWANCC’s Education 
Coordinator, Theresa Greinig, at theresa@
swancc.org or (847) 243-4706, or check out 
program information available on SWANCC’s 
website.

Illinois Battery Awareness
Batteries power our lives and are found in 
every electronic device imaginable.  Although 
batteries are incredibly useful and convenient 
sources of power, they can pose dangerous 
challenges.  

NEVER place batteries in your recycling cart, 
and many types of batteries should not go 
in your garbage either - they can cause fires 
and threaten the lives of workers and the 
public.  Batteries should be taken to a special 
collection program or drop-off.  

Visit SWANCC’s website for options, go to 
illinoispsc.org/batteries/ to learn more, 
and follow Illinois Battery Awareness on 
Facebook or Instagram!

mailto:theresa%40swancc.org?subject=
mailto:theresa%40swancc.org?subject=
https://swancc.org/resources/educational-resources/swancc-forms/
https://swancc.org/%23year%3D2024%26month%3D9%26day%3D10%26view%3Dmonth
https://illinoispsc.org/batteries/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php%3Fid%3D61556705331093%26paipv%3D0%26eav%3DAfb7dF8wlRdkE_5BkHcC0tmAzyjTVLH1vlN9ZpKqIhF5H8wRYrebW3E7nzqEl1j8N-k%26_rdr
https://www.instagram.com/illinois_battery_awareness/%3Fhl%3Den
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Curbside Leaf Collection Begins October 28, 2024
There will be three leaf collections for each Palatine single-family residence between the week of 
Monday, October 28, and the week of Monday, November 18. 
The week of October 28 will be the first collection. All zones must have their leaves out on the 
street by 7 a.m. on Monday, October 28. Crews will start the first pickup on Monday and continue 
throughout the week until all the leaves have been collected.
Over the following two weeks, one half of the Village will be collected the first week and the other 
half the second week. Zones 1 through 4 will be picked up the week of November 4. All residents 
within zones 1 through 4 must have their leaves placed in the street by 7 a.m. on Monday, 
November 4. Crews will start the pickup on Monday and continue until all the leaves have been 
collected within those zones. Collection is anticipated to be complete by Thursday, November 7, 
but may finish sooner depending on the volume of leaves.
Zones 5 through 8 will be picked up the week of November 11. All residents within zones 5 through 
8 must put their leaves in the street by 7 a.m. on Monday, November 11. Again, crews will start the 
pickup on Monday and continue until all the leaves in those zones have been collected. Collection 
is anticipated to be complete by Thursday, November 14, but may finish sooner depending on the 
volume of leaves.
The week of November 18 will be the final leaf pickup opportunity for all Village single-family 
residences. All zones must have the final collection of leaves out on the street by 7 a.m. on 
Monday, November 18. Crews will 
start the final pickup on that day and 
continue throughout the week until 
all the leaves have been collected.
There will be only one pass down 
each street during collection days; 
the large volume of leaves does not 
allow for trucks to return a second 
time. Leaf collection is a two-step 
process. Crews collect leaves with 
a push basket, then the sweeper 
does a final cleanup of leaf debris. 
Street cleanup is longer than leaf 
pickup due to the slower pace of the 
sweeper machine.
Please refer to the map and schedule 
to determine your zone and pickup 
dates or visit our website to use 
our interactive map.

Zone	 	 Date/Time
All Zones	 Mon., Oct. 28, 7 a.m.

1 - 4			  Mon., Nov. 4, 7 a.m.

5 - 8			  Mon., Nov. 11, 7 a.m.

all zones	 Mon., nov. 18, 7 a.m.

All raked leaves must be in the street and ready for 
pick up no later 7 a.m. on scheduled Mondays, but 
no earlier than 4 p.m. on the day prior.

Important Reminders (leaf collection continued)
•	Avoid parking over a pile of leaves because a warm car can ignite leaves underneath it and 

create a fire hazard.
•	Do not park on the street during pickup days because vehicles block the curb for leaf collection 

equipment.
•	Do not rake leaves around the edges of cul-de-sac islands because the equipment cannot make 

small enough turns around the islands. Rake them to the residential curbside.
•	Clean leaves from neighborhood storm sewer inlets to help prevent flooding during rain. Rake 

leaves into the street about 12 inches from the curb to allow for drainage.
•	Rake leaves into the street on the pavement. Leaves raked just over the curb or on the 
parkway cannot be picked up. Streets without curbs should have leaves piled as close to the 
shoulder of the road as possible, without hindering vehicular traffic.

•	Place leaf piles away from trash and recycle bins where possible.
•	Do not include non-leaf material (grass clippings, branches, dirt, etc.) because they can damage 

equipment and cause safety issues. Piles with any debris besides leaves will be left at the 
curb.
•	Notify your landscapers of the new collection schedule. They must follow the same 

guidelines and may not place leaves in the street any earlier than 4 p.m. on the day prior to 
collection. Property owners are responsible for the actions of their contractors and may be 
subject to a fine. If your landscaper is coming earlier than the day before your pickup, ask them 
to either haul the leaves away or place the leaves in the parkway and then you can put them in 
the street prior to 7 a.m. on collection day.
Timing is Everything
Do not rake leaves into the street too early. Piles left accumulating for several days before the 
scheduled pickup can be carried away by wind or rain, and block storm sewer inlets which could 
cause flooding in yards or basements. 
Can You Schedule Later Pickups?
Timing of the Village leaf collection schedule is driven by when the equipment needs to be 
prepared for snow removal efforts. All trucks and end loaders that collect leaves are part of the 
front-line snow removal equipment fleet. It is a lengthy process to prepare the trucks, which 
includes installing the nose plow equipment, inspecting and modifying the underbelly plows under 
the trucks (which stay on year-round), and installing and calibrating the liquid calcium tanks 
and salt spreaders. The entire conversion takes as long as two weeks as there are more than 
20 pieces of equipment to transition. Therefore, leaf pickups cannot be made any later than the 
current schedule. Crews begin converting the equipment during the week of Thanksgiving, after 
the final collection week of November 18. The Village will monitor the weather and announce if 
conditions allow for an additional all zone sweep.
In Case of Snow or Ice
An early snowfall seriously hampers leaf collection efforts. Leaves raked to the curb will most 
likely be plowed back onto the parkway. Public Works will make every attempt to collect leaves 
raked back into the street.
Bag Leaves for Pickup Option 
Residents have the option to collect fallen leaves in yard waste bags and place them on the 
curbside for weekly household refuse pickup. This flexible option works well for those who do 
not want to commit to the scheduled leaf collection program. Final scheduled pickup for curbside 
bagged yard waste and bundled brush will occur the week of December 9, 2024. 

For more information, visit our website or call the Public Works Department at 847-705-5200.

https://www.palatine.il.us/235/Leaf-Collection
https://www.palatine.il.us/235/Leaf-Collection
https://www.palatine.il.us/235/Leaf-Collection
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2024 Hometown Pride Award Winners

   Single-Family	    Multi-Family	             Doors of Palatine                    Business	

Single-Family          Multi-Family	                   Doors of Palatine                 Business	

Single-Family             Multi-Family            Cul-de-sac/Subdivision	    Doors of Palatine                Business

1st Place Winners

  2nd Place Winners

3rd Place Winners

The Village of Palatine Beautification Commission recognized homes, businesses, subdivisions, and ‘Doors’ of Palatine 
with the 2024 Hometown Pride Awards. Entries were submitted by residents and business owners. Judging is based on 
overall curb appeal, design and maintenance. This year’s winners are:

SINGLE-FAMILY 
1st Place: 234 N. Plum Grove Road          
2nd Place: 1149 N. Del Mar Drive

3rd Place: 1106 N. Pepper Tree Drive

Cul-De-Sac/Subdivision 
1st Place:  Bridge View West HOA

 
	

Business 
1st Place: Second City Canine Rescue                                                       

2nd Place: Sikh Religious Society       
3rd Place: Palatine Park District

DOORS OF PALATINE 
1st Place: 607 N. Clark Drive
2nd Place: 36 W. Fern Court

3rd Place: 1147 N. Knollwood Drive

MULTI-FAMILY 
1st Place: 1273 N. Inverrary Lane

2nd Place: 36 W. Fern Court
3rd Place: 124 W. Colfax Street

Mark your calendar for the below holidays that will affect your solid waste collection. Save and post this 
handy schedule for reference throughout the year and save yourself from hauling the trash to the curb 
a day early or missing your collection entirely.  

Week of	 Holiday	 Collection
December 23, 2024	 Christmas Day	 Wednesday collection one 	
			   day later
December 30, 2024	 New Year’s Day	 Wednesday collection one 	
			   day later
May 26, 2025	 Memorial Day	 All collection one day later
September 1, 2025	 Labor Day	 All collection one day later

Curbside collection of bagged and bundled yard waste ends the week of December 9, 2024 and 
resumes the week of March 31, 2025. 

For more information, contact the Environmental Health Division at 847-359-9042.

2024 -2025 Holiday Waste Collection Schedule
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Urban areas are increasingly contributing 
to water pollution through the use 
of fertilizers and pesticides. As these 
chemicals are applied to lawns, gardens, 
and landscapes, they can easily be 
washed into nearby water bodies by rain 
or irrigation. Once in the water system, 
these pollutants can cause serious 
environmental damage, affecting aquatic 
ecosystems, drinking water supplies, 
and public health. Protecting our water 
requires a concerted effort to manage 
and reduce the use of these chemicals 
while promoting sustainable practices.
1. Opt for Organic or Slow-Release Fertilizers
One effective way to reduce the impact of fertilizers on water is by using organic or slow-
release options. Organic fertilizers, made from natural materials, break down slowly and 
are less likely to leach into water systems. Slow-release fertilizers provide nutrients over 
time, reducing the risk of runoff and ensuring plants absorb them more effectively.
2. Implement Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) is a holistic approach that minimizes the need for chemical 
pesticides. It involves monitoring pest populations, using natural predators, and employing 
physical controls like traps and barriers. By reducing reliance on chemical treatments, IPM 
helps protect water quality while maintaining healthy landscapes.
3. Proper Application Techniques
Applying fertilizers and pesticides correctly is crucial. Avoid over-application and ensure that 
chemicals are not spread on hard surfaces like sidewalks and driveways, where they can 
easily be washed into storm drains. Timing is also important; applying these substances 
during dry periods can reduce the likelihood of them being washed away by rain.
4. Rain Gardens and Buffer Zones
Creating rain gardens and buffer zones with native plants can help absorb runoff before it 
reaches water bodies. These gardens are designed to capture and filter rainwater, reducing 
the flow of pollutants into streams, rivers, and lakes. Buffer zones along waterways can 
also trap and break down chemicals before they enter the water. For information about the 
Village’s Rain Garden Reimbursement Program, visit our website.

By adopting these strategies, individuals and communities can play a vital role in protecting 
our water resources from the harmful effects of urban fertilizers and pesticides, ensuring 
cleaner, healthier water for all.

For more information, visit the EPA’s website. To report possible illegal discharges to 
the storm drain system, call the Public Works Department at (847) 705-5200.

Protecting our water from 
urban fertilizers and pesticides

https://www.palatine.il.us/674/Flood-Assistance-Programs
https://www.epa.gov/nutrientpollution
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new businesses

Beauty Nation LLC
2001 N. Rand Road K
630-921-9417
Beauty Supplies

Chicago Ramen
3 E. Northwest Highway
224-801-8130
Restaurant

Chicago Vending Solutions
975 W. Algonquin Road
773-562-0766
Self Serve Mini Market

Chris Bryan State Farm
17 W. Railroad Avenue
630-980-9510
Insurance Agent

First Team Exteriors
1244 W. Northwest Highway
773-801-6651
Windows, Gutters & Siding

Heidi R. Yeung Counseling PLLC
119 E. Palatine Road #207
708-584-3-90
Mental Health Counseling

Two-Libras LLC
10 N. Bothwell Street
815-333-9900
Coffee/Bakery Shop

Lina’s Hair Salon
220 N. Smith Street, #117Q
847-871-3615
Cosmetic Hair Services

Little Broken Things
48 W. Palatine Road
847-654-7099
Hair Salon/Art Gallery

 Mermaid Spa & Massage Therapy
 90 W. Northwest Highway
 312-593-0163
 Massage Therapy

 

Flood maps are not permanent; they can be revised to reflect 
changing flood risks. Between a map change and moving into a 
new home, you might end up in a new flood zone without any clue 
as to what that means. When you have questions, ask your agent 
for help.
Anywhere and everywhere rain falls, floods can follow.

Flood Zones
The highest risk flood zones are also known as Special Flood Hazard 
Areas (SFHA). They are areas having special flood, mudflow or 
flood-related erosion hazards. SFHAs will be inundated by a flood 
event that has a 1% chance of being equaled or exceeded in any 
given year. A 1% annual chance flood is also referred to as the 
base flood or 100-year flood.
Flood zones are given alphanumeric designations, such as zone A, 
B or C. The areas which have the highest risk of flooding are largely 
zones that have the letter A or V in their name, such as zone A, 
zone AR/AE, zone VE or zone V30. Areas that have a moderate 
flood risk are labeled zone B or X (but only zone X on maps that 
are shaded). Finally, areas with the least risk of flooding are areas 
outside the SFHA. They’re zone C or X (but only zone x on maps in 
areas that are not shaded).

Flood Maps
When flood maps are updated, your agent can play a key role in 
helping you understand your new flood risk. Depending on how 
the map changes, it could reflect your risk going up or down. 
Unfortunately, changing flood zones can be confusing, so rely on 
your agent to explain.
If you are moving into a high-risk area, it becomes critical that you 
understand the importance of flood insurance. Flooding is one of 
the most common and costly natural disasters, and flood insurance 
can help you protect the life you’ve built.
Under the NFIP’s pricing approach, FEMA addresses flood risk 
variables such as the frequency of flooding, the various different 
kinds of floods, as well as distance to a water source and building 
characteristics (such as foundation type, basement type, elevation 
and more). So, while flood map data is necessary and essential 
for communities, they are no longer the most significant factor in 
rating premiums.
To learn more about flood maps and flood zones, visit FEMA’s 
National Flood Insurance Program website.

Flood maps and zones new businesses
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	 Mobil Gas Station - GT Energy
	 800 S. Plum Grove Road
	 847-934-6063
	 Gas Station/Convenience Store

	 No Manches Mexican Grill
	 1639 N. Baldwin Road
	 847-202-1431
	 Restaurant

	 Pali Pali Pizza & Korean Fried    	 	
	 Chicken

    100 W. Northwest Highway
    224-539-8192
    Restaurant

   Patrick Finn LTD
	 1212 W. Northwest Highway
	 847-358-4133
	 General Contractor - Residential

	 Royal Spa
	 818 W. Northwest Highway
	 847-383-0030
	 Day Spa
	
	 Strickland Brothers Oil Change
	 224 N. Northwest Highway
	 336-828-0017
	 10 Minute Oil Change/Lube Services

	 Ta2hooligan LLC
	 574 W. Colfax Street
   224-465-4293
   Tattoo Shop

   Tifeo Home Healthcare Services
   117 E. Palatine Road, #103
   224-488-4336
   Home Healthcare Services

  	Vences Counseling PLLC
	 119 E. Palatine Road, #207
	 847-450-6190
   Therapy/Mental Health Services

	 Village Inn
	 270 E. Northwest Highway
	 847-358-9050
	 Restaurant

early voting for presidential election
Early Voting for the upcoming Presidential 
Election will take place October 21st 
through November 4th, including 
weekends, at 150 W. Wilson Street during 
the following hours:

Hours: 
Monday through Saturday: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Voter Registration:
Non-registered voters can register to vote and cast their 
ballot at all early voting sites. Two forms of identification 
must be presented with one ID showing the voter’s current 
address.

Election Day Voting:
Polls are open on Election Day from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. at 
your home precinct (polling place). Non-registered voters 
can register to vote at their home precinct (polling place). 
Two forms of identification must be presented with one ID 
showing the voter’s current address.
Please visit the Cook County Clerk website or call the Village 
Clerk’s office with any questions at (847)359-9050.

Village Hall is not a polling place. Find Your 
Polling Place here.

https://chicago-ramen.us/
https://chicagovendingsolutions.com/about-us/
https://chrisbryansf.com/%3Ffbclid%3DIwY2xjawFNWYRleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHdVixrx_Rg_N_rA9FA6dPC5DHDpmUdEsAa7VwPoYLG7GHsL8ZkCPOdsGhQ_aem_Y_f-gLGWPxRBOcCfJGymwg
https://firstteamexteriors.com/
https://www.heidiyeunglcsw.com/
https://www.two-libras.com/
https://www.mysalonsuite.com/members/avelina-hernandez/
https://littlebrokenthingschicago.com/
https://mermaidspa90.com/
https://www.floodsmart.gov/flood-zones-and-maps
https://www.floodsmart.gov/flood-zones-and-maps
https://www.exxon.com/en/find-station/mobil-palatine-il-2grenterpriseinc-200320253%3Futm_medium%3Dreferral%26utm_source%3Dyxt-google%26utm_campaign%3Dus_fue_ret_xom_yxt
https://www.facebook.com/story.php/%3Fstory_fbid%3D472589218874351%26id%3D100083698293818%26paipv%3D0%26eav%3DAfYhGn7kOTcndls9jxDjxp5v0dNwMh5UihNhEukFLLoWi2qITJ7wSQ8ZzdeIyueWgfc%26_rdr
https://www.instagram.com/palipalipizza/
https://www.instagram.com/palipalipizza/
https://www.patrickafinn.com/
https://theroyalespa.com/
https://sboilchange.com/%3Futm_source%3Dextnet%26utm_medium%3Dorganic%26utm_campaign%3Dyext
https://www.ta2hooligan.com/
https://www.tifeohealth.com/
https://vencescounseling.com/
https://www.villageinn.com/palatine-il
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/service/voting-locations
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/service/voting-locations
https://www.cookcountyil.gov/service/voting-locations
https://simplerecycling.com/
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police secure funding for electric motorcycle
We are honored to announce a significant advancement for the 
Palatine Police Department! Thanks to the support of Congressman 
Raja Krishnamoorthi (IL-08), we’ve secured federal funding 
for an additional electric motorcycle in our fleet. This ground-
breaking initiative not only enhances our patrol capabilities but 
also underscores our commitment to innovation and community 
partnership.

Back in 2022, we proudly became the first law enforcement agency 
in Illinois to embrace the Zero DSRP Electric Motorcycle. Its agility 
and versatility have empowered our officers to engage more effectively with the community and 
improve patrol efficiency. Whether it’s participating in parades or ensuring public safety at events, 
this eco-friendly vehicle has allowed us to serve Palatine with pride and distinction.

The electric motorcycle’s quiet operation ensures a discreet presence in 
sensitive locations like schools, while its emission-free design facilitates 
swift emergency responses in indoor settings. Beyond its logistical benefits, 
the unique presence of the electric motorcycle sparks curiosity and fosters 
stronger connections between officers and residents, promoting open 
dialogue and trust.

This initiative reflects our department’s proactive approach to policing and 
our commitment to sustainability. A special thank you to Congressman 
Krishnamoorthi for championing this milestone in our journey towards 
safer and more connected communities.

We look forward to the positive impact this new addition will bring to our 
service and our ongoing efforts to innovate for a better future.

https://www.nfpa.org/
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put a lid on grease fires
According to the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA), cooking is the leading cause of home fires and 
fire-related injuries. Cooking fires result in more than 
$1.7 billion in property damage each year. Kitchen safety 
is crucial when cooking, especially when it comes to 
handling grease fires, as knowing the proper steps can 
prevent injuries.
Cooking oils and fats are the most common types of 
grease used in cooking. Unlike water, these oils and fats do 
not boil; instead, they begin to smoke before eventually 
catching fire. Importantly, cooking oils and fats do not mix 
with water. If water is added to a grease fire, it causes a 
violent reaction that can propel the burning grease out of 
the pot or pan, spreading the fire.
To prevent the fire from spreading and to avoid injuries, it’s essential to know 
how to properly extinguish a grease fire. Understanding the Do’s and Don’ts 
of handling a grease fire is key to staying safe in the kitchen.  

Do’s and Don’ts of a Grease Fire:

Visit the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) website for more 
cooking safety tips.

https://www.nfpa.org/Education-and-Research/Home-Fire-Safety/Cooking
https://vitalant.org/
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Palatine Police Remind Motorists to stay alert 
as children head back to school

Traffic Safety 
Back-to-School season means an increase in 
pedestrians and bicyclists in traffic during morning 
and afternoon commutes.

Not only are children walking to school and bus 
stops, they are also riding bicycles and crossing 
the street.

The Palatine Police are reminding the public about 
the importance of focusing on roadway safety as 
children across the state prepare to head back 
to school, especially laws specific to the safety of 
children in school zones and while boarding buses.

Drivers approaching a stopped school bus with 
lights activated and sign extended must stop their 
vehicle before reaching the school bus.

A first-time violation for failing to stop for a school bus while their lights are activated and stop arm extended 
can result in a mandatory $300 fine and a three-month suspension of driving privileges.

Curfew Violations 
Now that many children are back in school, it is important that students are home by curfew time so they are 
able to focus on their studies and extracurricular activities.  Summer break can be filled with fun-filled late 
nights, but many students forget about their responsibility to be home by 11 PM Sunday through Thursday 
and by midnight on Friday and Saturday.  Palatine Police Department officers are often tasked with enforcing 
curfew violations to prevent potential criminal activity, to ensure that students are ready for school, and to 
avoid any unsafe situations.  While the curfew ordinance is enforced year-round, it’s especially important 
during the school year.  If it’s a school night - get home by 11 PM, but ideally earlier!

See Something, Say Something 
It is critical to report suspicious activity to law enforcement immediately.  Palatine Police Department officers 
are available 24/7/365 to respond to and investigate suspicious activities.  With the beginning of the school 
year, all families should be having discussions about being alert and reporting concerning activity.  Whether 
a student overhears a threatening statement or is concerned that a classmate may harm themselves, it’s 
important to report these concerns to a trusted adult immediately.  Other examples of suspicious activity 
include unfamiliar individuals loitering in unusual areas, the sound of glass breaking in the middle of the 
night, or someone looking into cars or windows.  Our police officers are available to investigate these 
concerns. Please call 9-1-1 to report suspicious or threatening activity immediately. 

Tech Safety
Adults and children alike are confronted by a variety of challenges when we interact with social media and 
technology in general.  Adults should be warned to exercise caution when interacting with suspicious e-mails.  
Signs of a potentially suspicious e-mail include spelling/grammar mistakes, pressure to send money within 
a certain time frame, and requests to use links and attachments within the e-mail.  Children are especially 
encouraged to use caution and parents should have frequent conversations with their children regarding the 
use of social media.  It is important to remember that someone we are chatting with online may not be who 
they say they are and may not have good intentions.  When in doubt it is very important to talk to a trusted 
adult about any suspicious or threatening online activity. 

https://www.nfpa.org/education-and-research/electrical/ebikes
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https://closeyourdoor.org/
https://closeyourdoor.org/


18

Palatine Summer Farmers’ Market 
The Palatine Farmers’ Market 
continues every Saturday 
morning through Halloween 
(October 26, 2024) in the train 
station parking lot from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m.  Starting Saturday, 
November 2, the Winter Market will open from 9 am to 
12 noon every first and third Saturday through April. Visit 
the Palatine Farmers’ Market serving our community since 
1991, year-round.  For a list of winter vendors and contact 
information to place orders, visit our website.

2024 Business Expo & Community Showcase 
Saturday, October 5
Falcon Park, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
The Palatine Area Chamber 
of Commerce is pleased to present the 2024 Business 
Expo & Community Showcase, featuring over 50 
exhibitors, BBQ & ice cream food trucks, pet adoptions 
on site, petting zoo, animal show, entertainment, 
giveaways, and 50/50 cash raffle all provided by local 
area businesses and organizations. Something for all 
ages at this FREE to attend indoors/outdoors event! To 
learn more visit the palatinechamber.com 

Rotary Club of Palatine 	
Oktoberfest
Friday, September 20 - Sunday, September 22

The Oktoberfest celebration is held in downtown Palatine 
at the corner of Smith and Slade Streets. Free admission, 
authentic German music and food and activities for all ages!  
Raffles will be held to support local charities and community 
projects.
•	 Friday, September 20, 5 p.m. to Midnight
•	 Saturday, September 21, Noon to Midnight
•	 Sunday, September 22, Noon to 6 p.m.

To view a complete schedule of events or for more 
information, visit Palatine Rotary Club.

Palatine Village Hall  
will be closed

Thursday, November 28 & 	
Friday, November 29, 2024	
In Observance of Thanksgiving

 Wednesday, December 25, 2024	
In Observance of Christmas

Wednesday, January 1, 2025	
In Observance of New Year’s Day

upcoming Community Events

Palatine’s Cemetery Walk
Sunday, September 22

The Palatine Historical Society’s 
annual Cemetery Walk is Sunday, 
September 22, from 1 - 4 p.m. 
at Hillside Cemetery (on Smith Street between Colfax 
and Northwest Highway).  Enjoy guided tours of Hillside 
Cemetery as costumed actors play the roles of Palatine 
residents of the past. 
This year’s theme is Early Settlers of the 1800s. Tours start 
every 10-15 minutes, with the last tour beginning at 3:30 
p.m. 
Cost: Adults $10, Members $8, School kids $5, Preschoolers 
– free. Payment at the event, cash or check.
For more information, visit palatinehistoricalsociety.com 
or call 847-991-6460.

Trick or Treat in Downtown Palatine

Saturday, October 26, 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.

Get your costumes on and 
come out to Trick or Treat 
in Downtown Palatine. 
Participating businesses will have candy and treats for 
the whole family. 

Visit the Downtown Palatine Business Association 
website for more information!

Follow us 
@PalatineIL

http://www.palatinesistercities.org/farmers-market/
https://www.palatinechamber.com/
https://www.palatinerotary.com/Oktoberfest.php
https://palatinehistoricalsociety.com/
https://downtownpalatine.org/
https://www.instagram.com/villageofpalatine/
https://x.com/PalatineIL
https://x.com/PalatineIL
https://x.com/PalatineIL

